Classroom Etiquette
Throughout this course, we will examine and discuss social issues that are extremely controversial. Please note that many topics selected for this course address sexual, racial, and homosexual issues. I strongly encourage all students to be mindful of their classmates' opinions. Comments that are degrading, demeaning, and disrespectful to other students or the instructor detract from the course objectives and the learning environment. Students should always address controversial topics/statements with respect and tolerance inviting an environment conducive to our learning objectives. In order to meet our objectives and minimize any unintended and insensitive remarks, we will discuss course content from the sociological perspective using theoretical frameworks to support our comments. Should any student disrupt class lecture by discussing demeaning or impolite comments, he/she will be asked to leave the classroom.
Email Etiquette
Just like a written professional letter, emails should be clear and understandable. Written emails should, address the instructor by name, and identify who you are. Please include a subject line that clarifies the purpose of your email, and within that subject line put the course name and section number (e.g., SOCIOL 341 Deviant Behavior). Please be polite in all emails. Emails that contain vulgar or profane language, is threatening, or discourteous in any manner will be reported directly to the Dean of Students Office. If you should email me on Saturday or Sunday, you may not get a response until Monday morning.
Course Guidelines
The following course guidelines have been established to ensure your academic success.
 Class discussions are a large part of this course. To ensure everyone has the opportunity to participate; I will be calling on students throughout the semester. Please come to lecture having done the assigned readings and homework, and bring the course textbooks and all materials to lecture. It is expected that students are prepared when called upon.  Arrive to class lecture on time! Arriving to class late is distracting and disrupts the learning environment.  D2L and Email: Check it regularly! This is the instructor's primary means of communication with students concerning course changes, grades, and assignments.  There is no extra credit in this course.  There are no make-up exams, assignments, quizzes, or written assignments in this course without legitimate documentation of your absence. A legitimate documentation is a letter from a doctor, school official, or employer (not a relative or friend).  The use of laptops and technological devices are not allowed in this course.  Please do not use cell phones in this course for any reason. Phones must be completely turned off or silent.  Students will be asked to leave if they use cell phones or technological devices during class time.  Food, drinks, and children are not allowed in the classroom.  Please do not email class assignments (only upload assignments on D2L/Dropbox at the instructor's request).  Assignments will not be accepted via email. It is the student's responsibility to get any/all work to me when it is due via the Dropbox, and I do not accept hard copies.
Late Work Policy
Late work will not be permitted in this course unless the student has a legitimate documentation of each absence. Students are responsible for notifying the instructor as far in advance about scheduled absences, sicknesses and/or emergencies. Failure to do so in a timely manner will result in the student forfeiting any opportunities to make-up missed deadlines and late work in the future. If you arrange to make-up late work but fail to keep the appointment time, you will forfeit the opportunity to make-up the assignment in the future. All late work must be completed within three days of the assignment's original due date. The midterm and final exam must be taken at the assigned dates/ times. Please make travel and other plans accordingly. Failure to take the exam due to traveling and other plans will be entirely your responsibility. In cases of incapacitating illness or family emergencies, it is your responsibility to contact me ASAP to arrange to take the midterm or final exam soon after. A common head cold does not excuse you from missing the midterm or final exam. In the case of a severe family or personal emergency that may prevent you from sitting for an exam or completing a majority of the course work, you should contact your advisor immediately, who will review the situation and alternative options. Your advisor will notify me of your absence from taking the exam (s). Students who take the midterm or final exam before or after the rest of the class will be given a different version of these exams. Finally, students must bring a copy of the legitimate documentation excusing their absence before making up late work.
Assessments
We will have a number of unannounced short and low stakes quizzes and homework assignments throughout the course of the semester; these assignments are known as minor assessments that are designed to evaluate students' understanding of the major concepts, theories, and content of the course. The majority of these will be in-class assignments, but there may be homework assignments as well. There will be at least 4 of these assignments but no more than 6; each will be roughly 25 points each. In-class assessments cannot be made up. However, late homework assessments can be made up with legitimate documentation.
Peer Article Review (PAR) and Presentation
The Peer Article Review (PAR) assignment is a group project. Peer review groups will consist of no more than five students. Your group will write a review of a journal article selected by the instructor and discuss how the article/work contributes to the study of deviance. Journal articles are selected from the required readings listed on the course schedule. Each member in the group will have a specific task that will contribute to this assignment. Nevertheless, each member is expected to collaborate with one another. The peer review itself should be no less than 3 and no more than 4 single-spaced pages. Each group is also required to give a 15-20 minute presentation discussing the major contents of the article and the contributions the author(s) has made to the study of deviance. The presentation should allow time for Q&A. Each group will also prepare a 1-2 page typed handout for everyone in the class summarizing the major points of the article, the research methodology, and theoretical perspectives used. Group presentations can also include short PowerPoint slide shows (with a maximum of 8-10 slides), charts, graphs, video clips, or any other visual aid that is relevant (but this is not required). Any group member who does not attend the day of the presentation will receive a 0 for that portion of the assignment; there will be no makeup presentations. Should a student in your group drop the course or fail to help contribute to the assignment, it will not impact your individual or group grade so long as the assignment is completed in its entirety. This assignment is worth 100 points (50 points for the review and 50 points for the presentation) and is 10% of your final grade. The requirements for this assignment can be found on the Desire to Learn (D2L) site. Please bring a hard copy of your paper and presentation to give to the instructor on the day it is due. Once group members have been determined, I will post the listing on D2L by Feb 4. Please refer to the course schedule to see the day/date that your group project is due.
Article Response Questions
Throughout the semester students will be expected to answer several questions pertaining to the required readings presented in this course. Article Response Questions will be unannounced. There will be 10 sets of these questions; each set is worth 10 points each. Questions will be given and collected at the beginning of class (students will have 5-7 minutes to answer all questions). Responses handed in after the start of lecture will not receive any points. Students are expected to answer each question completely utilizing relevant information discussed in the articles and class lecture. Students are not allowed to use notes, articles, or textbooks when answering these questions.
Responses that are irrelevant or entirely inaccurate will not be awarded points.
Exams
There will be two exams (the midterm and final exams). Exams will include multiple choice questions; fill in the blanks, short answer and/ or essay questions. The final exam will be cumulative, so be sure you keep up on all materials assigned in this course. In this context, cumulative means the exam will cover everything from the first lecture to the last lecture including required readings, video clips, notes, and PowerPoint lectures. If you have questions about rescheduling or making up an exam please refer to the late work policy on page 2.
Progress Report: There is one major paper in this course. This paper includes two phases in which students will analyze a particular type of deviant behavior using sociological theory. The first phase of this paper will be a full draft, a progress report, in which students will demonstrate that they have made sufficient progress to their papers. Sufficient progress means that you have outlined a strong thesis statement, main claims, and have adequate academic sources to support all claims (at least five references and a bibliography page are required). In addition to submitting a full-draft, students are required to submit a rough-draft of an abstract. Materials on how to write a successful abstract can be found on D2L. The draft must be at least 3 pages in length; the abstract should be at least 200-300 words or ¾ of a page in length. Papers that fall short of these specifications will not be awarded points. The full draft of the paper and abstract are due by Thursday, February 27, which is four weeks prior to the final paper's due date. This assignment is worth 100 points, which is 10% of your final grade.
Theoretical Paper (Final Report)
The second phase of this paper will be the final draft of the theoretical paper, which will be 5-6 typed double-spaced pages. The guidelines and requirements for this assignment can be found on D2l under the Theory Paper Materials section. Please keep in mind that the application of theory is a requirement. Please be sure to read all materials closely, following each step in order to write a successful paper. The final product of this assignment is worth 200 points, which is 20% of your final grade. Papers that are partially completed that do not include theoretical application, in-text citations, a bibliography page, and an abstract will not receive a grade (i.e. students will receive a zero for this assignment if ALL of these elements are missing). The final draft of this paper is due Thursday, March 27. Students must submit an electronic copy of both papers via Dropbox by 12:00 pm.
Writing Expectations: Written assignments are required to use Standard English and follow ASA guidelines including formatting and in-text citations. Guidelines of these expectations are on D2L. If you are unclear about these rules and formatting guides, please consult with me or the writing center. The following link can help you find concrete information on ASA formatting: http://www.asanet.org/documents/teaching/pdfs/Quick_Tips_for_ASA_Style.pdf.
Grade Policy: I will post all grades on D2L in a timely manner. Should you have questions or concerns about your grades, make an appointment, or stop by during my office hours to discuss these questions or concerns. For additional information regarding the availability of grades, please see the course's confidentiality policy on page 4.
Grading Course Assessments Points Percentage Expected Due Dates
In Cheating, Plagiarism, and Fabrication are all forms of academic dishonesty. Plagiarism is defined as intentionally or knowingly using the words or ideas of another student as one's own in any academic exercise. It is also intentionally or knowingly helping or attempting to help another student to cheat or plagiarize. Additionally: forged documents, forged signatures, and submission of the same documents to different courses are all forms of plagiarism and serious violations that warrant academic probation or other disciplinary actions. With good reason, there are consequences for plagiarizing someone's work. The consequences outlined in this course are as follows: If cheating of any kind is suspected or determined you may be subject to (1) a 0 (ZERO) or an F on the assignment, exam, quiz, and/or project in question, (2) an F in the course, (3) disciplinary actions according to the departments or the University's policies, and/or (4) a combination of all of the above. Students cannot retake, revise, or resubmit an assignment, quiz, or exam that has been plagiarized and/or fabricated (no exceptions). Plagiarism involves more than copying an entire essay, quiz, or exam from another source. Plagiarism also occurs when phrases and sentences are patched together to create a paper. Of course, you will be using in your essays a few words or concepts that come from the assigned reading. That is legitimate. What is not legitimate is copying phrases and sentences from other sources (whether assigned or not) and using them as if they represented your own writing. A rough rule of thumb is that plagiarism occurs if the writing in question could not have been constructed without copying directly (however sporadically) from another source, including other students. The University's policies on plagiarism are severe; any student who plagiarizes will receive an F for the course and notification will be sent to the dean. Simply put, cite everything, and do not cheat or forge documents.
Confidentiality Policy:
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) and the university states that no private information regarding ANY student's academic records will be released to the public without the student's permission. More importantly, "private records such as grades, transfer credits, and courses completed are releasable only to the following parties: Individual students, Dean's Office, and University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee departments" (http://www4.uwm.edu/academics/ferpa-students.cfm). This means that the grades and records of college students cannot be discussed even with the student's friends, family members (including their parents), and/or significant other. Legally an instructor cannot email or give students' grades to any person without a written consent and the student's signature. "Should you wish to release non-directory information contained within your educational records to third parties, you can complete the FERPA Student Consent form and submit it to whatever UWM school, college or department holds the information you wish to release. This form must be completed and submitted every time you wish to give permission to disclose education records" (http://www4.uwm.edu/academics/ferpa-students.cfm).
*Please see the course reading schedule below. 
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